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Walking the Disciples’ Path
2007 Stewardship Campaign

by Troy Thomas

This past summer, Gayle has consistently
preached on the topic of spirituality in our personal and
parish life here at St. Thomas. Our spirituality was
tested early in the year when the Vestry realized that the
2006 pledged income for the church was not enough to
cover our basic 2007 expenses. As you know, our
spirituality carried the day and we raised enough to
provide slightly better than basic necessities (i.e., full-
time clergy, music, heat, air-conditioning, etc.).
However, we didn’t raise enough to cover expenses
beyond our basic needs, such as paid clergy to cover
those occasions when Gayle is unable to lead the
congregation through a Sunday church service or for
desired outreach activities.

Obviously, the amount of money the church
raises through pledges is of utmost importance to the
Vestry. For without pledge commitments, the Vestry
can not appropriately maintain the church and provide
the services that we have all come to expect. For this
reason, the Vestry has decided to act as the Stewardship
Committee with respect to the 2007 Stewardship
Campaign activities. We want to ensure that this years
Stewardship campaign, which we are calling “Walking
the Disciples' Path” gets our full attention and is fully
linked with our 2008 budget and initiative planning
activities.

Gayle asked me to lead the Vestry and the parish
through this year's Stewardship planning activities,
which is why I have written this article for The
Wayfarer. In addition to the Vestry, Bob Englund has
volunteered to help with our Stewardship activities. We
decided that in the spirit of Walking the Disciples' Path,
we would keep this year's campaign focused on the
basics: spirituality; making a commitment to God; time,
talents and treasure; and last but not least, striving to
achieve the biblical tithe (i.e., giving 10% back to God).

Beginning in September, you started receiving
communications from the Vestry and Gayle about
stewardship. This issue of The Wayfarer is primarily

focused on stewardship. For those of you who are able
to attend Sunday services, we plan to provide bulletin
inserts to further raise your awareness on this important
topic. Also, we have decided to revise our pledge cards
from the generic format we have historically used to one
that is personalized to you (or you and your spouse).
Pledge cards this year will include the amount of your
current pledge plus the “kicker” additional pledge that
you made to the church to help us cover our basic
expenses. It is important that our 2007 pledges (for the
2008 church year) total more than the committed pledges
this year, which is why we are reminding you of your
current total pledge amount on the pledge card.

Stewardship Sunday, the day that you are asked
to make your pledge, is November 4, 2007. If you are
able, we ask that you attend one of the Sunday services
and make your pledge. Between now and then, we ask
that you reflect on your spirituality, relationship with
God, and what St. Thomas means to you. We ask that
seriously give thought to raising your pledge. While not
everyone in the congregation is in a position to tithe to
the church most everyone can figure out a way to dig a
little deeper and give just a little more to God, which is a
step towards the biblical tithe and Walking the
Disciples’ path. For those of you who are unable to give
more financially, we ask that you give more of your time
and talents or that you actively recruit a new member to
St. Thomas.

Following each service on Stewardship Sunday,
we will celebrate with cake and punch. If you are unable
to attend church on Stewardship Sunday, we will mail
you your pledge card. Once a pledge card is returned,
we will symbolically acknowledge your step on the
disciples’ path by placing a footprint shaped name card
on a disciples’ path banner that will be hung in the
church. Please return your cards promptly so we can
reflect your step on the disciples' path. Any pledge cards
not received a couple of weeks after Stewardship Sunday
will be followed up on by the Vestry.

On behalf of the Vestry, I want to thank you for
your current support of St. Thomas and for praying
between now and Stewardship Sunday for the inspiration
and courage to raise your pledge.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
7:00 Closed AA Meeting

2
6:00 Centering

Prayer Service

7:00 Foster
Parenting
Meeting

3
12:00 Noon

Free Concert
& Lunch

8:00 Women’s AA Meeting

4 CLERGY DAY
10:00 Midweek

Eucharist

7:30 Al Anon

5 6
E.C.W. 9:30 am

Pet Blessing - Noon

7 Nineteenth Sunday
After Pentecost
8:00 Rite I
9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 Rite II
11:30 Coffee Hour
Noon Adult Forum:

The Nicene Creed
5:30 Contemporary

Worship
6:00 pm Campus Ministry

8
7:00 Closed AA Meeting

9 10
8:00 Women’s AA Meeting

11
10:00 Midweek

Eucharist

7:30 Al Anon

12
6:30 Los Amigos

Episcopales

13
Youth Group
TORCH at
St. Adalbert’s
1:00 - 5:00 pm

14 Twentieth Sunday
After Pentecost
8:00 Rite I
9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 Rite II
11:30 Coffee Hour
5:30 Contemporary

Worship
6:00 pm Campus Ministry
** Parish Budget Meetings

After Each Service

15
7:00 Closed AA Meeting

16 17
8:00 Women’s AA Meeting

12:00 Noon
S.T.A.R.
Concert &
Lunch

18
10:00 Midweek

Eucharist

7:30 Al Anon

19
7:00 Los Amigos

Episcopales
Dance at
Trinity
Cathedral

20
D.O.K.
Spring Assembly
9:30 - 2:30

21 Twenty-First
Sunday After Pentecost
:00 Rite I
9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 Rite II
11:30 Coffee Hour
Noon Youth Group Bowls
2:00 Nursing Home Serv.
5:30 Contemporary

Worship
6:00 pm Campus Ministry

22
7:00 Closed AA Meeting

23
6:00 Healing

Prayer Service

7:30 Adult Forum:
Political
Reporting

24
8:00 Women’s AA Meeting

7:30 Vestry Meeting

25
10:00 Midweek

Eucharist

7:30 Al Anon

26
Diocesan Youth
Event

27
Diocesan Youth
Event

28 Twenty-Second
Sunday After Pentecost
8:00 Rite I
9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 Rite II
11:30 Coffee Hour
5:30 Contemporary

Worship
6:00 pm Campus Ministry

29
7:00 Closed AA Meeting

30 31
8:00 Women’s AA Meeting

5:30 Berea
Community Meal
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Los Amigos
Episcopales

Dinner

Friday, October 12th

6:30 pm

Youth Group
T.O.R.C.H.

At St. Adalbert’s
Saturday

October 13th
1:00 - 5:00 p.m.

S.T.A.R.
Wednesday, October 17th at Noon

Free Concert Featuring:
Barbershop Chorus

Immediately Followed by a
Free Fall Picnic Lunch

Sloppy Joes, Chips & Dips,
Raw Veggies, Pies and more…

Los Amigos Episcopales
Dance at

Trinity Cathedral
Friday, October 19th

7:00 p.m.

Daughters of the King
Spring Assembly

Saturday
October 20th

9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Sunday
October 21st

Youth Group

Bowling
at Noon!

Tuesday
October 23rd

7:30 p.m.

Adult Forum:
Political Reporting

Linda Kinsey will talk
about how the media

tells us about the
candidates and issues

in an election.

Diocesan Youth Event
Friday October 26th

thru
Sunday October 28th

Be There!

Come Help
At the
Berea

Community Meal
Wednesday

October 31st at
5:30 p.m.!

St. Thomas Sponsors!

Friday, November 2nd - 7:30 p.m.
Adult Forum Book Club

“Historical Fiction”
Bring your favorite book of historical fiction
and let’s talk about what we learn from it.

Bring hors d’oeuvres and a beverage of your
choice!

Stewardship Sunday
Don’t Forget to Join Us

For the
Parish Breakfast

On Sunday, November
4th

At 9:00 a.m.
See you there!



Save a LITTLE, give a LOT to St. Thomas!

Below we have listed some common items you may purchase regularly (on a weekly basis). By NOT BUYING
just ONE of these items each week throughout the year, look at how much you could save to donate to your
church!!

ITEM PRICE X52 = $AVINGS FOR ST. THOMAS

McDonald’s Big Mac 2.79 X52 = $ 145.08

Starbucks Latte (Lg.) 3.65 X52 = 189.80

“Two Buck Chuck” 2 Bucks X52 = 104.00
Merlot Wine

Dairy Queen 3.99 X52 = 207.48
Peanut Buster Parfait

Milky Way Candy .70 X52 = 36.40
Bar (2.5 oz.)

SEE HOW IT ALL ADDS UP FOR ST. THOMAS???
(P.S. In order to make sure that each of these items was worthy of denying to help our church, I felt obligated to sample them personally.
Thank you. DW)
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