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Rector’ s Musings...

On Sunday, November 9, we will once again have to opportunity to give
back to God for all the good and blessings God has given us! | was with a group
of local clergy the other day, who are all preparing to renew their commitment to
God in their congregations. And one of them offered that a parishioner had
mentioned to him that in these tough economic times, maybe there shouldn’ t be
a pledge drive. All of the other ministers said that they had been confronted with
that suggestion as well.

One of them shook his head and said, these are the very times when we
must be most careful about thanking God for the blessings we do have, and
offering God back just a small portion of that in thanksgiving and faithfulness.
He pointed out that not only are we being grateful for what we have, in making a
pledge, we are proclaiming our trust in God that blessings will continue.
Abundant blessings. Blessings in ways we have never dreamed of!

And what | appreciate most in that reflection is that if we are not open to
blessings, if we are not expecting them, we will not receive them. Not that they
won’ t be there. But our eyes and our hearts will be closed to them. We will
miss itt And that is a tragedy because God deeply desires us to have all good
things.

You will be mailed a pledge card on which you can offer to God and this
church your time, talent and treasure. Please be generous. The church needs all
of what you can offer. But more importantly, you need to give all that you can.
You need to show yourself and God your gratitude and your trust. And when we
multiply that by all the people in our wonderful community, what ministries and
gifts we can offer this broken world of ours. It all glorifies God and itis all grace!
| hope you will be proud and enthused to be a part of it!!! | am!!!

Love, Gayle+



FROM THE WARDEN'’S DEN...

Living out the Gospel of Christin a
troubled world

The past several Sundays, Rev. Gayle has preached
on the responsibility of Christians to be tolerant,
loving individuals in their daily lives. This is a very
timely message, as we have been bombarded with
many negative — and sometimes hateful and
prejudiced -- comments during this super-heated
2008 presidential election campaign.

I, myself, was subjected to a diatribe from a hate-
filled person just the other day as | sat in my car at a
stoplight in Strongsville. A man pulled up next to me,
and seeing the Obama bumper sticker on my car,
rolled down his window and spewed out a string of
obscenities at me for being a “N*****-|over.”

Mindful of Gayle’s admonition to refrain from in-kind
responses to such provocations, | just smiled at the
man and drove off without saying a word. The anger
and hatred that man feels are certainly punishment
enough for him; I need not have added my personal
condemnation.

The principal role — really the only role — of the
Christian Church is to proclaim the Gospel of
Jesus Christ in the World and to live out the
tenets of that Gospel in our daily lives (as best
we can as fallible human beings). The role of the
clergy of our church is to take the message of the
Gospel of Christ and help interpret it for us, giving us
thought-provoking ideas on how to fulfill our Christian
responsibilities.

Rev. Gayle has done this in her sermon the past
several weeks, somewhat, | gather, to the dismay of
a few in our pews. So as Senior Warden, | must
remind you that she is doing exactly what she is
charged with doing and nothing more. If you
personally feel offended at what she has had to say
about this hateful political season, then perhaps her
comments were well-directed towards you.

The heart of Jesus’ Gospel message is that we must
give unconditional love and understanding to others.
He specifically warned against giving that love and
understanding just to those with whom we agree. As
you all know, he said that “/t's easy to love your
friends, but [ tell you to love your enemies.”

Not only did Jesus talk the talk, but he walked the
walk to the bitter end by dying to demonstrate this
message. So, before you get hot under the collar
about what Rev. Gayle has had to say, | urge you to
remember that she is well within the spiritual confines
of both The Episcopal Church and established
Christian doctrine.

And | strongly urge you to listen carefully to what she
has to say and to take it to heart.
--Dave Warburton

Renewal Breakfast!!l!

Bring your pledge cards on

) '.‘\‘-e
November 9t There will > Ifti"ﬁaf
be a special collection ‘i /ﬁ:' 4
of them at each service. W
Join us for breakfast i1t

between the 8 and 10
am service. It is an
opportunity to celebrate the
wonderful gift we have in St
Thomas and in each other.
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OUTREACH - Thank you for all the warm blankets,
which will be given to the homeless. We are
extremely grateful. And thank you for continuing to
bring cans and boxes of food to church every time
you come. The pantry is so empty and the need is
so great, so by all of us bringing something every
time this will help those who have nothing. Look for
the sales and pick up on the two-fers.

The month of November will be focused on supplies
for the Duffle Bags which are given to the homeless.
These contain toiletries (soap, toothpaste, tooth
brush, etc.), new socks and underwear, gloves and
scarves, anything that would help the many people
who have no home. Please see the article written by
Barb Emigh about this ministry.

Thank you for all that you do.
--Pat Wielinski
TTPTPTPTTTEET

Campus Ministry

We have had some wonderful times with students
from Baldwin-Wallace and Tri C!!! A great group of
young people is gathering every week to enjoy food
and fellowship. Thanks to all of the people who help
each week: Paulette Mellilo, Dody Sandt, Mary Jane
White, the Carlsens, the Vincents and the Hists!!!
Thanks to all of you who have cooked for us: the
Clines, the Shanks, the Young Adult Group, Jan Bell,
and the Hists!! We have a lot of fun! Come join us!

...and so do we!



Youth Group

November 2: Cook for Campus Ministry
and Movie 12:00 - 3:00

November 8: TORCH 12:45

November 26: Volunteer at Brookside

TPTPTPTTEET

To all men of St. Thomas:;

Jesus is Lord

The Brotherhood of
St. Andrew is looking
for adl men of St
Thomas to join us on
each 3 Saturday of
the month a 9:30
AM. for our
fellowship meetings.
It is a time of
fellowship, prayer and
projects. Please join

us. '
Hoge tfhseeDYOU! The Brotherhood
--protner vave

Miller of St. Andrew
440-826-1652

Episcopal Church Women
On October 4™ | the ECW

i had twelve members who
took the tour of Lakeview
(;__L Cemetery. The two most

Garfield Memorial and the

Wade Chapel. At Wade

chapel, which was designed

| ' and constructed by Tiffany

of New York, we had a tour

guide (who also gives tours at Trinity Cathedral)

explain the Tiffany glass window and the side glass
mosaic panels.

_ /-3 — impressive sites were the

Because of the November 1, 2008 Daughters of the
King Fall Assembly, our next meeting has been
moved to November 8, 2008 at 10:00. All women
of the church are
welcome.

SoniaMiller, President

Los Amigos Episcopales — If you
missed the Noche de Amigos dance,
you missed avery enjoyable event!

The next meeting of Los Amigos
will be on Friday, November 21 in
Harkess Hall. Dessert and coffee are
served at 7:00pm with a business | \
meeting to follow. This will be a ¥,

very important gathering to evaluate Y, &
the dance and to make plans for

2009. Newcomers are aways
welcome.
-- Ruth F. Ihde
TTPTTPTPTPPTTT

Prayer for Thanksgiving

Thanksgiving
For each new morning with its light,
For rest and shelter of the night,
For health and food,
For love and friends,
For everything Thy goodness sends.

- Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882)

TETPTPTTTTET

ASK THE WAYFARER...

Q: What's the big idea with buying a new gas grill and
an HD TV for Harkess Hall? | thought you told us that
St. Thomas had a money crunch? How can you justify
spending our money on those things at thistime???

A: Good question! Here' sthe answer ... first, we paid for
these items out of our “ Memorial Fund” not our regular
budget. Second, your Vestry istrying to make our parish
more attractive to newcomers by offering more (and
different) activities. We will use the gas grill for new and
fun events we're planning (like our Christmas Picnic and
Browns tailgate parties), and the new TV to broadcast
sporting events like football and basketball to encourage
young peopleto visit us more often and stay longer
when they do.

While I’'m at it, we also purchased a new snowblower so
that we can keep our walkways better clear of snow
come winter. Thisis part of being “welcoming” to
everyone.

And all of itisdone as part of our renewal strategy.
Thanks for asking!
-- SW Dave Warburton



Millennium Development Goals

These are MDG mite
boxes which were
distributed to children
in Sunday School on
October 4. Did your
child receive one? If
not, please see me.

The object of the project was to acquaint children with
the United Nations effort to assist needy peoplein third-
world countries, and to have the children become a part
of this program. | have listed the 8 goals below, but in a
less cumbersome, more child-friendly wording:

1) Providefood for starving people

2) Seethat all children can go to school at least through
8" grade

3) Help women become asimportant as men

4) Help babies and children receive health care

5) Provide doctors and clinics for mothers

6) Provide doctors and clinics for people with AIDS,
malaria, and tropical diseases

7) Help our environment

8) Connect our church with foreign groups so that poor
countries may have many blessings we already have.

Children were asked to place a part of their “income” in
the mite boxes to help meet these goals. We plan to
speak with the children again in January, but, in the
meantime, could you please encourage your child to
discuss these MDG'’ swith you? Thank you.

- Ruth F. Ihde
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Be a STAR and join in the
any ea fun on November 5, 2008

X@ N for a 12:15 PM. B-W
N program

Conservatory

~ D= featuring a Prelude to
the Music Theatre's
production of PARADE.

Lunch following the concert
is hot veggie soup and homemade apple
dumplings!

The December 3 concert features the
String/Piano Department. Lunch will be rigatoni,
salad, bread sticks and the best Cannolis ever!

Please remember to call the church office to
reserve your place so that we are sure to have
enough lunch for all our guests!

From the Heart of the V.ol
Paris h oo | /rll/,\ }\_[j:i,*lgj .
Prayers for Dot Miciak who is ﬁw‘/i—j\,z
battling painful facia shingles, and { by
for Ted Miciak, he isin the Century | \I i
Oak Care Center \/ p
Y Prayers for Barb Yungwirth. She |V & _9”
is being treated for lung cancer and ! A
needs our continued prayers for a

positive outcome.

Y Continued prayers for Carole Pozek as she had to
face more surgery as aresult of their car accident.

Y  Congratulations to Amy and Andrew Kilgore: they
are expecting their first child in afew months!

Y Congratulations to all the talented thespians who put
on such a great show of our ministries! The STARS are
expecting a call from Broadway any minute now!

A great big welcome to the newest members of our

St. Thomas family...Becca Knapp. Rosalie Ferline, Sue
Griffith, Spencer Griffith, Richard Burke, Melanie
Doyle, Karen Walter and Jean Cookson.
Y TheProvince V Campus Ministers meeting was held
a St. Thomas Oct. 14-16. They thanked us for our
hospitality and were impressed with the beauty of our
parish.

Waitch for the wonderful wooden crosses that were
decorated by our children. Look for them, you'll be in
for asurprise!

Y | really goofed last month. | said that Betsy Linville
had been a choir member for 50 years instead of the
amazing 70 years that she has been singing! All | can
say isthat she must have been singing in utero!

Dody Sandt

TPTPTPTTEET

Unsung Heroes

T

It is hard to imagine a
% more  enthusiastic and
Sy creative stewardship
I committee than we have this
plsd ™ year. It is so often the case
== @Crl@@;l that people shy away from
committing to this ministry because they are afraid
of asking for money for the church or having to
come up with a new way of doing things. But this
group is on firelll The talents show, the wheel of
ministry, a fabulous bulletin board, a new brochure
of ministries and a newcomer’s dinner, along with
the breakfast that we will all attend on November
9th—all their doing. Please thank these amazing
people: Marion Sewell, Dody Sandt, Carole Pozek,
Peggy Ryel, Rey and Valerie Magpoc. God bless
youlll

--Gayle



HEALTH MINISTRY
John 3:3 “ And every man that hath this hope
in him purifieth himself, even as heispure.”

When to get a Second Opinion from a
Doctor
In some medical instances, it really helpsto get a second
opinion. Simply knowing your options and thinking
through the pros and cons can improve your care. When
asking for that second opinion, most experts would
advise that your first physician is aware. Most
physicians say that it is important to know the basis of
that first doctor's opinion. When making your fina
decision, the thing to consider is what you're trying to
achieve. In life-and-death situations, some people want
to live longer and some want to live better, which is a
very persona decision. In less serious cases, it can be a
matter of weighing your current discomfort level against
the risks involved with the available treatment options.
The best choice is the one that helps you reach more of
your goals while alowing you to accept living with the
good and bad consequences. A good doctor won't be
insulted when asked to recommend a second opinion. A
suggestion for you to say might be “This is a difficult
decision for me and I'd like to learn about other
treatments than the one we discussed. Can you
recommend someone | could talk to? Don’t say any
version of “1 don't trust your judgment. | don't like you.
I’'m not sure if you're a good doctor.” Comments like
these would put anyone on the defensive. When to get
that second opinionis:
o if your doctor suggests surgery
o if you are prescribed long-term use of medications
with side effects (ask about non-drug-related options) or
o if you're not getting better. When you need a second
opinion, here' swhat you’ll want to look for:
e a doctor affiliated with a hospital other than your
origina one
e a staff member at a big research and teaching
hospital e a physician who is more experienced
with your problem than the first doctor.
Ref: Prevention.com March 2008 “ The Health Mistake
Too Many Americans Make” by Reneee Bacher
submitted by Barb Emigh, RN
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DAUGHTERS OF THE KING

-- The Order of the Daughters of the King, a prayer and

service organization, is open to all women in the
Episcopa Church. The DOK invites women of the
parish to attend an upcoming meeting to learn more
about this international ministry. If you feel called to this
ministry or simply want to learn more about it, watch for
upcoming announcements for our December meeting.
Meanwhile, feel free to contact Linda Kinsey at (440)
227-5026 or e-mail her at Ikinsey2020@yahoo.com.

A Note about Change...

As your vestry presented to you at the special
meeting in September, we need to grow in
both Spirit and numbers in order to sustain
the quality of church that you have come to
expect. Therefore, you can anticipate that
there will be some changes around here.
Some of them you will love and some of them
you will not. I ask you in both situations to
maintain a positive attitude. These changes
were made by people trying to do their best
for this church. Any change represents
thoughtful and hard work, or it would not
have happened. People have told me that
they have been hurt by negative comments
made about hard work they had done, which
has made them not want to work anymore at
alll! That should not happen. If you want to
be a part of the changes happening here, you
are invited!!! We need you!!! If you would
prefer not, then your role is that of
cheerleader, being grateful and enthused
that those who do the hard work are willing
to take the chances for the good of the
church. Let’s be positive!!lll Thank youl!!
Gayle+

“Going for the Green”

Even though the price of gas has dipped
back down, it is still wise to consider
how you use your car. In order to
protect your pocketbook and help the
Earth at the same time, NOW is a great time to start
making use of public transportation. You don't have to
commit to taking a bus or rapid to work every day, but
give it a try maybe twice a month. If you find it suits
you, you can increase how often you ride. You can also
consider carpooling or ride-sharing. There are many
online resources that can help match you up with other
people (if you don't already know with whom to ride). If
you have the advantage of being close enough to your
destination, walk or ride a bike occasionally. And
remember to combine car trips (errands) as much as
possible. Making these changes now, while gas costs
are down dlightly and the weather isn't too bad yet, gives
you aleg up. You'll have experience and afeel for what
works best for you and you'll avoid some of the mad
scramble that is sure to happen when gasoline costs
increase again.



THE CHRISTMAS PROJECT

St. Thomas is again participating in a specia Christmas
project sponsored by the Episcopal West Side Shared
Ministry. Asagift to the homeless, we have been asked
to donate 80 (40 men’'s and 40 women's) filled duffle
bags/backpacks. Individual items will also be accepted.
These gifts will be presented to many of the homeless as
part of a Christmas dinner gathering and later distributed
to other homeless people throughout the area
Contributions should be turned in as soon as possible but
by no later than Dec. 3rd. This is a wonderful
opportunity for us to give some much-appreciated,

practical help to those in need! If you have any PEEETEIEET
questions or can help with this project, please cal Barb
Emigh at 440-235-5549.

From the Editor
Thanks to everyone who contributed articles — there are
many who take time out of their busy schedules to write
articles for the Wayfarer! Thanks also to Stephanie
Busser for getting the print version ready and emailing

SUGGESTED ITEMSFOR MEN AND WOMEN:

Duffel bag Disposable Razors  RTA bus pass : |
Hand lotion Soap Books the electronic copy!

Tooth Blank - .
gh;r;;oo ng:hgfug; To?lnete;per It's the beginning of November — Thanksgiving and
Conditioner Socks Comb Christmas will be right around the corner. Remember to
Gloves Brush Chapstick give thanks for al your blessings and to think about
Hats Cough drops those much less fortunate.

Optional items Optional items  for women -- LauraD'Amato, Editor
for men

Aftershave Deodorant Panty Liners . . .

Deodorant Shaving Cream Hairspray Ranante S t ThmasinYar Will & E saePlaning

Shaving Cream Tampons Underwear

Underwear Maxi Pads

DOLLARS and $ENSE

from YOUR TREASURER

Welcome to the first column in the Wayfarer by your Treasurer Tom Halliday. | am so blessed to offer my God given skills to
St. Thomas as your Treasurer. Dollar$ and $en$e will appear in the Wayfarer in the month immediately following the close of
each quarter. You will see aCondensed Income Statement and a Balance Sheet

REVENUE

The first 9 months of 2008 show a loss of $14,897.86 compared to a loss of $20,596.60 in 2007. Pledge income in 2008 is
$112,725.98 compared to $131,572.02 in 2007 or a reduction of $18,846.04, or 14.3%. Expenses in 2008 are $179,990.54
compared to $175,775.29 in 2007 or an increase of $4,215.25, or 2.4%.

EXPENSE

The loss of $14,897.86 is smaller than 2007 but unfortunately all of the loss has come in the last four months. The church is
now averaging $4,000 a month loss starting in June. We were showing a profit at the end of May. The price of gasoline
reached $4.00 a gallon and our pledge income dropped.

HARKESSINCOME
Harkessincome is $38,467.10 in 2008 compared to $13,785.48 in 2007. This $24,681.62 increase is the result of your vestry in




the fall of 2007 moving $500,000 of investments from stocks to bonds to increase our annual income. The church should
receive in October approximately $28,000 from the Harkess Trust after the church pays back loans and advances of $61,000.

MEETING 9-28-2008

| want to clarify my statement at our 9-28 meeting. The church is not out of cash and hopefully the actions by your vestry will
prevent the church from ever being out of cash. The vestry has allocated $9,500, as budgeted in 2008, from the Harkess
payment to be used for growth oriented activities and purchases.

If you have any questions, | can be contacted at my e-mail and telephone below and always stopped in church. | will be pleased
to discuss any and all of the present situation with afew or alarge group.

Y our Treasurer, Stthomasfinance@aol.com
Tom Halliday 440.846.1466
Parish Condensed I ncome Statement - September 2008
YEAR-TO-DATE YTD 2007 2008 Compar ed
Actual Budget Variance September to 2007
Revenues
Total Pledged Income $112,725.98 $134,370.00 $21,644.02 $131,572.02 ($18,846.04)
Total Non-Pledge Offerings $8,157.76 $1,770.03 ($6,387.73) $1,907.92 $6,249.84
Total Special Offerings $1,765.26 $3,003.97 $1,238.71 $2,729.25 ($963.99)
Total Donor Tithes and Offerings $122,649.00 $139,144.00 $16,495.00 $136,209.19 ($13,560.19)
Total Other Income $2,497.18 $2,526.03 $28.85 $5,184.02 ($2,686.84)
Total Earnings on Investments $38,467.10 $36,577.53 (%$1,887.59) $13,785.48 $24,681.62
Total Reimbursable Income $1,479.40 $0.00 ($1,479.40) $0.00 $1,479.40
Total Revenues $165,092.68 $178,247.56 $13,154.88 $155,178.69 $9,913.99
Expenses
Total Clergy Compensation $72,205.18 $73,790.19 $1,585.01 $76,361.97 ($4,156.79)
Total Lay Staff Compensation $28,578.93 $25,907.94 ($2,670.99) $25,761.57 $2,817.36
Total Personnel $100,784.11 $99,698.13 ($1,085.98) $102,123.54 ($1,339.43)
Total Christian Formation $1,747.35 $1,875.06 $127.71 $828.61 $918.74
Total Administration $11,700.89 $10,649.97 ($1,050.92) $8,194.62 $3,506.27
Total Building & Grounds $8,148.93 $8,249.94 $101.01 $9,077.85 ($928.92)
Total Diocesan Support $20,846.85 $23,325.03 $2,478.18 $24,180.69 ($3,333.84)
Tota Parish Life $6,895.82 $11,250.00 $4,354.18 $6,318.84 $576.98
Total Utilities $25,024.77 $26,250.03 $1,225.26 $25,051.14 ($26.37)
Total Expenses $179,990.54 $183,173.13 $3,182.59 $175,775.29 $4,215.25
Operational Results ($14,897.86) ($4,925.57) $9,972.29 (%$20,596.60) $5,698.74
Balance Sheet
September
2008

Operating Checking $13,136.61 Taxes Withheld/Liabilities (%$2,369.58)
Rector's Discretionary Checking $280.19 Harkess Advance - Loan ($13,000.00)
Operating Savings $10.00 Loan - Huntington ($48,000.00)
Non-Operating Savings $12,781.39 Restricted Gifts Funds ($12,781.39)
St. Thomas Growth Fund Checking $0.00 Fund Principa - Church ($2,457,104.08)
Petty Cash $50.00 Harkess Trust ($1,023,438.45)
Harkess Trust $1,023,438.45 Operational Results $14,897.86
Church Buildings and Land $2,205,099.00
Karl Wilhelm Organ $287,000.00
Total $3,541,795.64 Total ($3,541,795.64)
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OUR ANGLICAN HERITAGE

Poems, Prayersand Promises

When the you-know-what hitsthe fan, things can get messy
You heard it from me...in 1685, Charles |1 died and his younger brother, James, ascended the throne of
England. Where Charles had been something of areconciler (as the times of hisreign clearly demanded), James
practiced far less constraint when it came to religious matters.

Many in the realm had long feared the day when James would take over. Charles (you may remember) had
snookered his subjects by converting to Roman Catholicism on his deathbed (as he had long been rumored to
have planned). And now his brother came to power a devout and unrepentant Romanist himself.

James got off to a bad start: the coronation ceremony had to be altered since James refused to receive Anglican
Communion. Not a trust-building move. He then tried to calm his countrymen by promising to allow the
established Anglican Church to remain substantially unchanged, but most were understandably dubious of his
sincerity. It didn’t help when he introduced Catholic scholars to Cambridge and Oxford, nor when he
established several convents in London, something not allowed since Henry V111 dissolved them over a century
before. James further stated that he would not enforce the “Test Act” passed by Parliament during his brother’s
reign which demanded allegiance to the Anglican Church of all governmental leaders. Clearly, “Popeism” was
on therise, and the protestants (who overwhelmingly controlled the country) were not about to let it happen
without one heck of afight.

Trying to quell the growing unrest, James issued Declarations of Indulgence in 1687, declaring his protection
for the Anglican Church but also suspending penal laws against nonconformists (Puritans and Presbyterians) as
well as Roman Catholics. Several Anglican bishops refused to comply with the Declarations and were arrested,
thrown in the Tower of London and tried. However, they were acquitted and immediately set free, and at that
point, James must have known he was in deep doo-doo (see title of essay above).

A few days after the acquittal, James wife gave birth to a son — and, of course, Catholic heir to the throne. The
Protestants had had enough: in mid-1688, overtures were secretly made by Parliament to the Dutch protestant
William of Orange -- who was (conveniently) married to James daughter from hisfirst marriage, Mary -- to
come to England to assume the throne and reign as husband and wife.

William gathered an invasion force and landed in England on (of all days) November 5" (Guy Fawke's Day). In
December, James fled England for France and William entered London to take the throne.

Thelast great chapter in the violent politics of Suart England was about to begin.



NOVEMBER 2ND
YOUTH GROUP - COOK FOR
CAMPUS MINISTRY AND MOVIE NOON - 3:00

NOVEMBER 5™ NOVEMBER. 255" 7:00
STAR. CONCERT AND LUNCHEON 12: 15 LOS AMICOS MEETING
NOVEMBER_ 8™
YOUTH GROUP - TORCH I2.: 45 ?&%&Rﬁg
RESTAURANT NIGHT OUT 7:
NN OUT7:00 THE OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED ON
RENEWAL SUNDAY
PARISH BREAKFAST 9:00 AM

NOVEMBER II™
VESTRY MEETING 7:00

NOVEMBER. 4™-15
DIOCESAN CONVENTION

NOVEMBER 18™
VESTRY MEETING 7:00

ST. THOMAS EPISCOPAL CHURCH
50 EAST BAGLEY RD.
BEREA, OHIO 44017
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