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My dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ,

January is always such an optimistic month. We have all of
2008 before us! What will we do with it? How will we take
all that we have been given, all that we have learned, all
that God has offered us, and make a difference in the
world?

These are big questions, and I know the easiest thing to do
is to back off, to keep things the same, to not rock any

boats. We can stick with being thankful that we made it through all of
the crises of 2007 and lay low. And I think we are all thankful that St.
Thomas is stable and that people have been so very generous. No
question about that!

But I have never known God to encourage resting on our laurels. God has
given us an opportunity, a true gift. And if we are smart we will take it.
Ignoring God’s gifts is a risky matter.

My dreams for this year are to work on growth, to get our young adult
group growing, and to do a health assessment of the parish. We need to
being spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ and inviting people to join
us! What about you? Do any of those things grab you? Do you have
other ideas in mind? I would love to hear them!

We will remain vigilant about money in 2008. But we will not obsess about
it, and we will not ignore the abundance we have. I am excited to refocus
on the work we have been given to do—building the Kingdom of God!
2008—bring it on!!!

What a joy to know that we will be doing this incredible work together!
Blessings to you and yours in this wonderful new year!

Love, Gayle+
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